JOURNALS: 

#1: You’ve won a pair of round-trip tickets to anywhere in the world. Where would you go? Why?

#2: Do you agree or disagree with this statement: "Life was easier for teenagers 50 years ago than it is for teenagers today." Why or why not?

#3: If you were a superhero, who would you be and why?

#4: What is a chore or rule you hate? Why do you have it? How do you feel about it?

#5: A big film studio is making a movie about you and you get to pick the actor or actress that will play you. Who would you pick and why?

#6: Who is your favorite musician or band? Why?

#7: What is one thing you know more about than your parents?

#8: If you had to declare a college major today, what would it be and why?

#9: Who is the person you admire the most? Why?

#10: What would you wish for if you had three wishes? (The rules from Aladdin apply: no wishing for more wishes, no bringing back the dead, and no making someone fall in love with you!)

#11: If you could create a new national holiday, what would it be and when? List three traditions you would do on that day.

#12: Tell me about your name. Do you like it? Why did your parents choose it? Would you ever change it?

#13: Songs can bring back vivid memories. Write about a song that reminds you of a certain time in your life.

#14: What is your favorite holiday? Why? What is your least favorite holiday? Why?

#15: Your parents just left on a weeklong vacation—leaving you all alone and in charge of the house. What do you do? 

#16: List 20 goals for yourself.

#17: The principal wants to invite a celebrity speaker to our school. Think about the celebrity you would choose to have speak; then, write a letter to persuade your principal to invite this person. 

#18: What would happen if teenagers ruled the world?

#19: If you could participate in an Olympic event, which one would you choose and why?

#20: What is your worst fear? Why?

#21: What is something that really bugs you?

#22: You’re stranded on a deserted island. Describe your everyday activities: what do you eat, where do you sleep, what do you do for fun?

#23: Describe the perfect day. You can do absolutely anything you want! What would you do? Where would you go? What would you see?

#24: What is your most valuable possession and why?

#25: What would you invent to make life better?

#26: If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? Why did you pick that food?

#27: If you could start over and speak a different language, which one would you choose? Why?

#28: Describe your morning routine.

#29: When you grow up, do you want to live in Utah or somewhere else? Why?

#30: “One of the hardest things in this world is to admit you are wrong.”           –Benjamin Disraeli. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

#31: “Americans have a burning desire to go, to move, to get under way, anyplace, away from here, to move about free.” –John Steinbeck. Do you feel this way? Why or why not?

#32: “A book? Has it got any sports in it? Are you kidding?  Fencing, fighting, torture, revenge, giants, monsters, chases, escapes, true love, miracles...Doesn't sound too bad. I'll try to stay awake.” -The Princess Bride. What is your favorite part of a book? Why?

#37: What if the school required you to be on an athletic team? Would you agree or disagree with that decision?

#40: Do teenagers watch too much TV? Do you think they should watch less TV? Why or why not?

#41: What is your nickname? How did you get it? If you don’t have a nickname, what would you like it to be?

#42: If you could live in another decade which one would you pick? Why?

#43: If you could read someone else’s diary (famous or not) who would you pick and why?

#47: What is the scariest place you have ever been? Why is it so scary?

#48: How did you celebrate Halloween?

#50: List 5 things you could do to help someone. How would those things help another person?

#51: Last Friday your journal was about helping someone this past weekend. How did you do? What did you do to help someone? How did they feel and how did you feel after you helped?

#52: Pick one invention that has impacted your life, something you couldn’t live without. Why is it so important to you?

#53: Imagine that you could give advice to someone (famous or not). Who would you give advice to and what would your advice be? Why would you give that advice?

#54: What if the principal was considering conducting random locker searches several times a year without letting students know in advance. Do you agree or disagree with this decision?

#55: Describe lunchtime. What do you see, hear, smell, taste?

#56: The principal is considering a rule that would require all students to wear uniforms. Do you agree or disagree with this rule? Why?

#57: Should girls and boys be able to play on the same sports teams in high school? Why or why not?

#58: Describe the best day you’ve ever had. What happened, where were you, who was there, when was it?

#59: What would happen if everyone lived in space? What type of houses would they live in? What type of clothing would they wear? What type of food would they eat? How would they travel?

#60: What would happen if there were no cars, buses, trains, boats, or planes? How would this change your life?

#61: If you could have been someone in history, who would you have been?

#62: If you could only take 3 people with you on a trip around the world, who would you take and why?

#63: If it were your job to decide what shows can be on t.v., how would you choose?

#64: What do you think the world will be like when you are a grown up?

#65: November 3rd is “National Sandwich Day.”  Use a paragraph to describe your favorite type of sandwich.

#66: Today is Election Day across the United States.  If you were 18 years old, would you vote today?  Why is it important for the citizens of our country to cast their votes? 

#67: December 4 is  “National Cookie Day.”  Create a new type of cookie.  What are the ingredients?  What is its name?  How would you promote the sale of your cookie?  Be sure to include a drawing of your new cookie.

#68: December 27th is “Visit the Zoo Day.”  When people visit zoos, they get the opportunity to see a variety of different animals.  Do you believe that zoos are a good thing to have?  Why or why not? 
#69: Brazilian soccer player, Edison Pele, was born on Oct. 23, 1940.  In order to become such an incredible soccer player, Pele had to practice.  What is something that you would like to become better at?  Explain what you will need to do in order to improve your skills.  (This doesn’t have to be a sport.)

#70: Pick a city you have never been to before but want to visit. List all the things you want to see or do in that city.

#71: August 11 is “National Play in the Sand Day.” Describe what your ideal sandcastle would look like.

#72: Annie Oakley was born on August 13, 1860. Would you have liked to live back in the Wild West days of cowboys, cowgirls, and stagecoaches?

#73: Describe three ways you like to have fun and relax.

#74: July 8th is “Video Games Day.”  Do you enjoy playing video games?  Why or why not?  What is your favorite game?  And do you think that video games can help students? 

#75: On July 15, 1954, the first Boeing 707 flew.  If you could design the inside of your own airplane, what would it look like?  After writing your description, be sure to include a sketch.

#76: On July 17, 1955, Disneyland opened.  What is your favorite amusement park ride and/or activity?

#77: September 15th is “National Make a Hat Day.”  Create your own hat and draw it on your paper.  Describe your hat and explain who would be most likely to use your hat.

#78: What kinds of things are you NOT good at?

#79: What good thing have you done today?

#80: I want to be remembered for…

#81: Which disease would you cure if you were given the power to end one disease?
#82: Would you go out to eat alone, to the movies? Why or why not?

#83: Describe the street you live on.

#84: What was the last compliment you received? What was the last compliment you gave someone?

#85: What are some of the traits you most dislike about your mom? What are those those things you love about your mom?

#86: What are some of the traits you most dislike about your dad? What are those those things you love about your dad?

#87: Make a list of the top 20 cool things for your age group.

#88: What was the worst social event/party you have ever attended?

#89: If you were to select music for a soundtrack of the day you’ve had today, what songs would you pick? Why?

#90: Name three things you wanted as a child but never got.

#91: You can go back in time and prevent a great catastrophe. Which one would you prevent? (Such as 9/11, Hurricane Katrina, WWI, WWII, Holocaust, Titanic, Tsunami: Indonesia, Great Depression)

#92: What do you think this quote means? “Don't worry about knowing people; just make yourself worth knowing." – Unknown

#93: List 20 things you want to have when you grow up.

#94: Do you get rewards for getting good grades? If not, do you wish you did?

#95: What advice would you give to teachers about dealing with teenagers?

#96: How do you feel about student-led conferences?

#97: What is your favorite day of the week? Why?

#98: Describe your closet and the items inside.

#99: What would it be like to switch places with one of your siblings?

#100: Who is your favorite sidekick in a story or a movie?

#101: Who is the best movie villain?

#102: If you could be somewhere else right now, where would you want to be? Why?

#103: Who are your best friends? Why are you friends with them?

#104: Do you like Valentines Day? Why or why not?

#105: If you could go back and change one thing in your life, what would you change? Why?

#106: Would you rather be a giraffe or a rhino? (Yes, those are your only options.) Why?

#107: Do you have the same beliefs as your friends? (Political, religious, social) Explain.

#108: May 7 is “Roasted Leg of Lamb Day.” What do you think about vegetarian eating habits? Why?

#109: May 27 is “Grape Popsicle Day.” What is the best popsicle flavor? The worst? Why?

#110: May 1 is “Save a Rhino Day.” What animal do you think needs more protection/help? Explain.

#111: What do you plan to do on your first day of summer break? Explain.

#112: On May 29, the escalator was patented. Would you rather take the stairs, elevator, or escalator? Explain.

#113: Do you think people get offended too easily? Why or why not?

#114: What are you looking forward to? (It can be anything at anytime.)

#115: Are you an optimist (focusing on the positive)? Or a pessimist (focusing on the negative)? Explain.

#116: Do you believe in fate (the idea that we don’t control our lives?) Explain.

#117: List 20 things you are grateful for.

#118: If you had to go to high school somewhere other than Hillcrest, where would you pick to go? Explain.

#119: Would you rather be a crime scene investigator or an emergency room doctor? Why?

#120: If you could only make one more phone call (this is the last call you can make in your entire life and you have no other form of communication), who would you call and what would you say?

#121: If you opinion, what would be the worst pet ever? Why?

#122: Do you say any words that you think should be in the dictionary? Why should these words be added?

#123: What would you put in a time capsule? Why?

#124: Do you have a secret code with your friends or siblings? Explain.

#125: If you were going to write a book, what would it be about?

#126: Is it right to tell secrets? Why or why not?

#127: Did you play sports as a little kid? What sports? Explain.

#128: What is a “first” for you? (first bike ride, first word, etc) Explain.

#129: IF you were an animal, which one would you be? Why?

#130: Who has life easier: guys or girls? Why?

#131: If you were forced to quit watching T.V. for a month (including no movies or video games), what would do you with your time?

#132: Say you won $10 million, BUT, you had to give it to charity. What charity would you give it to? Why?

#133: Do you think you will go to your high school reunions? Why or why not?

#134: Do you consider yourself to be a lucky or unlucky person? Why or why not?

#135: What do you think it means to be “Superior to circumstances?” Explain?

#136: Technology has helped the world a lot. BUT, how has it hurt the world? 

#137: Many people say that the teenage years are the best times of your life? Do you agree or disagree? Do you think better times are still ahead? Explain.

#138: If you could win a major award (Grammy, Emmy, Tony, Oscar, etc) What would you pick? Why?

#139: If you were drafted onto a professional sports team, in your first major movie, or were to get your first major #1 album, what would you do with your first paycheck?

#140: Imagine you fell down a mine shaft with nothing but a pair of socks, floss, mini flashlight, a bag of pretzels and a set of keys. How would you use these things to escape?

#141: What are your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices to go to college? Explain why you chose each college.

#142: Describe your worst haircut.

#143: A phobia is a fear. There are many phobias. Make up a new one, describe it, and give it a name.

#144: Describe a dream that you had recently. Provide as many details as possible.

#145: The best lesson your grandparents (or parent or any relative) ever taught you was…

#146: Tell five things you’d like to do on your next birthday.

#147: I was most angry when…

#148: If you could design one room in a house to suit only your needs, what would it look like? 

#149: What would you do if you were president of the United States?

#150: If you were an insect, what kind would you be and why?

#151: Describe your room at home in detail. 

#152: What would life be like if you were a giant? Explain.

#153: Would you rather live in the sink drain of a sweaty giant or in his shirt pocket? Explain.

#154: What do you think your friends say to each other when you’re not around?

#155: Would you like to be famous? Why or why not? What would you like to be famous for?

#156: What events would be in the Ninja Olympics?

#157: The drinking straw was patented on January 2, 1888. You have been asked to organize the first ever “Drinking Straw Olympics.” What events would you create? Remember, the main item in each event must be a straw.

#158: Which two fairy tales would you combine? Make a writing plan of how you would combine the characters, setting, plot, problem, and solution.

#159: What has been the greatest natural disaster? Why?

#160: If you could give yourself a different name just for today, what would it be and why would you select that name?

#161: Why is it important to read? 

#162: What is your favorite food to eat for breakfast?

#163: On April 3, 1860, the Pony Express was established. The purpose of the Pony Expres was to provide the fastest mail delivery between Missouri and California. To be a rider, you had to be between age 11 and 40. Would you have liked to be a rider? Why or why not?

#164: What do you like to do with your siblings? If you don’t have siblings, do you want some? Why or why not?

#165: Would you rather wear socks and shoes or go barefoot? Why?

#166: Is there a type of “career path” in your family? (A career that many of family members pursue.) Do you want to follow that path?

#167: What is your favorite or least favorite food that your mom makes?

#168: How do you eat your French fries? With ketchup, chili, frosties?

#169: If you could plan the ideal picnic for your family or friends, what would it look like (what would you eat, where would it be, what activities would you have)?

#170: An archeologist is someone who recovers and studies the remains of previous human life and culture. If you could be an archeologist for a day, which culture would you enjoy learning about? Explain.

#171: What is the dumbest movie you have ever seen? Explain. 

#172: What country would you want to be the king/queen of? Why? What new rules would you make in that country?

#173: Is there someone you really miss? This someone could be alive or dead. Write the reasons you miss them or memories you have of them.

#174: The 25 best things about me are…    

#175: My favorite color is because....

#176: My favorite place in the whole world is…

#177: 10 things that really stress me out are...

#178: The place that gives me the creeps is________because…

#179: Imagine you opened your own restaurant. Tell the name of your restaurant. Explain what the restaurant looks like, who works there, and what you serve.

#180: Imagine you worked at a football stadium. What would your job be? (examples: quarterback, cheerleader, coach, referee, ticket seller) Describe what you would do while you were on the job.

#181: If you could be on any game show, what would it be? Describe what happens when you're on the show.

#182: Describe a storm.  This could be a thunder storm, a snow storm, a 

hurricane, a tornado, a hail storm, a rain storm, or any type of storm.

#183: Write about what you think the world will be like in 100 years. 

#184: Think of your favorite year in school so far.  Explain why it was your favorite year.

#500: Do you like or dislike Halloween? Why?

#551: Almost all houses have kitchens.  Some are big and some are tiny. 

Think of the kitchen at your home.  Think of how you might change it 

to make it even better.  What is in it?  What does it smell like?  Now, 

describe this perfect kitchen to your reader so that he or she can see 

it clearly. 

#552: Everyone has a favorite game, dominoes, checkers, cards, Clue, Chutes and Ladders, Monopoly, and so on.  What is your favorite game?  What does it look like when you play?  What sounds do you hear as you play? 

Describe your favorite game so that the reader can see it and hear 

the action as you play.

#553: Continue the story: Sometimes, in bright sun, I feel a need to sing tribal songs.

#554: Continue the story: Melissa hated cheese.

#555: Continue the story: Write about a boy named Rex singing an Elvis song.

#556: Continue the story:  Two fresh sets of footprints glistening in the mud.

#557: Continue the story: I only eat fettucine alfredo at that restaurant.


#558: On his way home, Jimmy found a paper bag containing a pair of eyeglasses and a wallet.

#559: She opened the door and saw a birthday present, but it wasn’t her birthday.

#560: Write a story using the number "1013."

#561: Write a story that starts with the line, “The intruders left a note on the fridge.” 

#562: Write a story that starts with the line, “My code name was dragonfly.”

#563: Write a story that starts with the line, “ Susie always wore turtlenecks in summer.”
#575: Describe the oldest person you know.

#576: Describe the youngest person you know.

#578: Write a story titled, "My Journey on a Pirate Ship." You and your friends can star in the story.

#579: If you could be on any game show, what would it be?

#580: Think of a time when you've won something. Tell what you won and how you won it.

#581: What extinct animal would you bring back, if you could?

#582: If you could build a car customized just for you, what would it contain?

#583: What is your favorite season and why?

#605: Write a story that starts with the line: Two friends eyeing the last slice of pizza.

#606: Write a story that starts with the line: He would not tell her his real name.

#607: Write a story that starts with the line: He left his bagpipe in the restaurant and never returned.

#608: Write a story that starts with the line: Her house was unnaturally clean.

#609: Write a story that includes the following setting: an abandoned beachfront hotel.

#610: Write a story that starts with the line: Two brothers thumb wrestling. 

#611: What do you think this quote means? "He that is good at making excuses is seldom good at anything else." -- Benjamin Franklin

#612: What do you think this quote means? "If you fail to plan, you plan to fail." – Unknown

#613: What do you think this quote means? "Statistically 100 percent of the shots you don't take don't go in." -- Wayne Gretsky

#614: What do you think this quote means? "Things turn out the best for people who make the best of the way things turn out." -- John Wooden

#615: What do you think this quote means? "If we were meant to talk more than listen, we would have two mouths and one ear." -- Mark Twain

#616: What do you think this quote means? "The reason a lot of people do not recognize opportunity is because it usually goes around wearing overalls and looking like hard work." -- Thomas Edison

#617: What do you think this quote means? "No one can make you feel inferior without your consent." -- Eleanor Roosevelt

#618: What do you think this quote means? "Consider the postage stamp: Its usefulness consists in the ability to stick to one thing till it gets there." -- Josh Billings

#619: What do you think this quote means? "Some of us are like wheelbarrows -- only useful when pushed and very easily upset." -- Jack Herbert

#620: What do you think this quote means? "The only place success comes before work is in the dictionary." -- May Smith
#621: If you could change anything in the world, what would it be and why?
